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Silent Auction


1. Timeline
a. Donations: May 17-June 7
b. Enter: June 7-13
c. Bidding: June 14-28
d. No bidding during service on June 28. We’ll close auction at noon that day. 
2. Lead: Wanda Horner
a. Set up 32 auctions page
b. Help entering donated items 
3. Director Responsibilities:
a. 
4. Goals
a. 100 items donated
b. $2,000 raised
c. Goal of each congregant donating 1+ item, and bidding on 1+ item.
5. Request Cheryl to:
a. Make a button & form for donations
b. Make a button from newsletter description that links to “IDEAS” for donation
c. Make a PayPal Silent Auction button
6. 
7. Guidelines
a. Congregants donate, but keep items at their home until auction is finalized. 
b. At end of auction, winning bidder and donor will connect to deliver donations
c. Donors will:
i. Provide photos of item
ii. Provide simple description 
iii. Determine the value of their item(s) – we will not guess on the value of an item
iv. Submit this information using webform/email
v. Receive a donation “receipt” for donated items won at auction
8. Items
a. Consisting of tangible items, experiences & services
b. SMALL STUFF is what sells the best: 
i. Games
ii. Puzzles
iii. Outdoor items
c. Item ideas: 
NEW or gently used in LIKE NEW condition
1. Books: spiritual or Unity-related, fiction, coffee table
2. Regifted items – things received as gifts that weren’t a good fit or weren’t used.
3. Hand-made items: knit/crochet, baked goods, art (commissioned or pre-existing)
4. Gift Baskets: Themed gift baskets with a variety of items, like a movie night basket or a spa basket.
5. Memorabilia: Signed sports jerseys, autographed books, or movie posters. 
6. Unique items: Share your produce abundance from your garden – a weekly delivery of fresh foods for a month. 

ii. Experience ideas:
Something the winning bidder could do independently. OR experiences you enjoy and could share with the winning bidder. Example: you like to snowshoe and have an extra pair. You could donate a guided snowshoe adventure on your favorite trail followed by hot chocolate afterward. 
1. Dining experiences: take someone to dinner,  bring and prepare a meal to serve and eat with them, or bring & prepare meal for the winning bidder and their guests.
2. Entertainment: Tickets to concerts, sporting events, or other local attractions. 
3. Unique Experiences: Backstage passes to a concert, a hot air balloon ride, wine tasting, sailing excursion.
4. Travel Packages: Weekend getaways, vacation packages, or even all-inclusive trips. 
5. Spa Days: Offer a spa day package with services like massages, pedicures, or facials.
6. Event Tickets: Tickets to special events, festivals, or conferences. 
iii. Service ideas:
Consider services you have skills for that could help someone.
1. Home Services: Yard work, house cleaning, pet sitting, babysitting, car washing, handi-person services, room painting, furnace tune-up
2. Tech Support: Computer repair, installation or questions
3. Skill-based lesson: music, language, game, arts, genealogy, cooking/baking
4. Personal services: ride to airport, errand running, party planning & coordination, creating something custom by request.
9. Tips for Success:
a. Target Your Audience: Consider what items will appeal to our specific Unity & Friends audience and what they would be willing to bid on. 
b. Get Local Businesses Involved: Reach out to local businesses that you frequent to request donations. 
c. Promote Your Auction: Make sure to tell your friends about our auction and what items will be available. 
d. Offer Unique and Appealing Items: Focus on items that are not readily available or that offer a special experience. 
e. Variety: Consider donations of various values. We would like to have items that range in value from low- to high-value. 
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